Elizabeth L'Estrange, Université de Liège:
The Tournament Tapestry in the Musée des Beaux-Arts, Valenciennes: 
Portraits and Purpose
The so-called Tournament Tapestry and now housed in the Musée des Beaux-Arts at Valenciennes was made in the late fifteenth century, possibly for the Elector of Saxony. It depicts a number of aristocratic viewers watching a mêlée which, some have argued, represents a tournament held for the inauguration of Philip the Fair as governor of the Netherlands. The viewers in the tribunes have been variously identified as members of the English, French and Burgundian courts, the most prominent being Philip the Fair, son of Archduke Maximilian of Austria whose portrait is based on a painting of him now in the Louvre. However, very little work has been carried out on the tapestry since the beginning of the twentieth century and the identification of other portraits remains a matter of debate: can we identify Anne of Brittany or Margaret of Austria? Charles VIII or Maximilian himself? This paper explores the various portraits in the tapestry and the possible reasons behind its commission: was it for propaganda, for commemoration, or is there another meaning yet to be uncovered?
