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Abstract
This paper assesses the content of the Chantilly Heures d’Anne de Montmorency (c. 1551) alongside other volumes plucked amongst those which Myra Orth categorized broadly as “royal books of hours”. This book was made for Anne de Montmorency, Grand Connétable of France and thus leader of the French army under Francis I and Henry II. How exactly did the ever-increasing religious turmoil of the sixteenth century inflect the iconography of these late exemplars of a waning fifteenth century genre? And how did gender considerations weigh upon the content of these books? This paper considers in particular the fact that several of the images in this otherwise traditional, Catholic book of hours made for a French military leader, represent stories of Old Testament women negotiating with men in order to secure peace and justice. I analyse how stories of Esther and Ahasuerus, and Abigail and David, amongst others, might relate to the influence of “Madame la Connétable’, Madeleine de Savoie, Anne de Montmorency’s, and a major player in the couple’s artistic and architectural commissions.
