"ART PATRONAGE BY THE CARDINALS IN AVIGNON - WORK IN PROGRESS"                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                        Ros Falvey

Scope of the study:

1309-1376 - official period of the Avignon Papacy.  
Focus on those cardinals largely resident in Avignon, exercising functions within Curia, Papal household, etc.  Around 15 cardinals at any one time in Avignon, compared with 21-23 in College as a whole.
Art patronage to be considered in a wide sense:

1. Buildings

    a)  Residences within Avignon - the "livrées" - the concept of requisitioned sites and    re-building as palaces.

    b)  Country houses and palaces outside Avignon, including  Villeneuve.

2.  Religious foundations

   a)  Rebuilding and extensions to churches in Avignon.

   b)  New foundations in and around Avignon.

   c)  Tombs

3.  Portable works
   Includes panel painting, e.g. altarpieces, but also furnishings, tapestries, illuminated manuscripts.

Major issues of identification and of losses, since Avignon remained a Papal State and so suffered considerably during French Revolution, when it was annexed to France.  

Lines of inquiry

1.  Out of 134 cardinals appointed by the Avignon popes, 111 were French, the great majority (95) from the Midi, in contrast to Italian dominance of the Curia and Papacy before and after the Avignon period. Does nationality drive the choice of type of art commissioned and/or the choice of artist?  Some indication that French cardinals took particular interest in sculpture.
2.  Reasons for artistic commissions.  Major need (e.g. for accommodation), since the cardinals had lost their traditional bases and titular churches in Rome with the move to Avignon.  Also important for French newcomers to establish position and personality, through major commissions.

3.  Artists employed and nationality - questions of cross-influences.  Includes Italian (Simone Martini, Matteo di Giovanetti), Catalan and Flemish artists.  Formation of distinctive Avignonese/Provençal school.
